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Salah Seminar

By Mufti Saiful Islam
Sunday 17th April 2016
After Zuhr Salah 1.30pm
@Bury Park jami Masjid, 21 Bury Park Road, Luton
>Weekday School-hours Islamic Courses
'Ideal for Parents & those who are free during the day...
Open to Brothers & Sisters
The courses are designed for those who have the time and
commitment to study during weekday morning hours.
¤Tajweed & Quran Recitation, Fiqh (laws of cleanliness, Salah,
Zakat etc.), Aqeedah (Islamic Beliefs)
¤ Islamic Manners from Tafseer & Hadeeth
¤ Parenting & Family matters
¤ Arabic Language
Time: 11am to 1pm..
(Exact times are given based on the modules and student
demand)
Day: Monday to Thursday
For more info & registration contact: 07769278661,
07921814758, admin@zuhriacademy.com
>

Tajweed Course

For brothers and sisters
Contact: 07769278661

>Madrasah Al-Hikmah Is now enrolling students for
2016/17 for the new School on:
Leagrave High street, Luton
For further information and admission please contact:
82-86 Dunstable Road,
Luton, Bedfordshire, LU1 1EH Tel/Fax: (01582) 728 196
www.alhikmahschool.com, admin@alhikmahschool.com
School Mobile: 07435 786 493
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Editorial
All praise be to Allah, and May His peace and blessings be upon the final
Messenger, his family and all those who follow their path.
I would like to welcome all readers to the 12th edition of LMJ (Luton Muslim
Journal). It has been such a positive experience covering the good contribution
Luton Muslims have been making for the past 12 months. Reading positive news
creates positivity and optimism. (All 12 issues are available at
www.zuhriacademy.com)
This issue covers the special message from a guest from the Prophet’s MasjidMasjid An-Nabawi. If the readers contemplate over what he said they would find
it to be true and realistic to act upon. It’s a simple message for a great task.
Dr Mamnum Khan once again inspires the community by taking us back to a
Luton Muslim Journal

Luton Muslim Journal is a monthly journal which
promotes Islam and Muslim contribution to the
wider society. It has no affiliation with any political
organisation. The journal covers various topics which
effects the Muslims and the society.
Editor: Mawlana Muhammad Ahmadul-Haque Rayhan
Contributors: Mawlana Thaqib Mahmood, Salmaa Islam,
Discover Islam Luton, Mawlana Aminul Islam, Dr Mamnun
Khan, Imran Choudhury, Hafiz Sadikul Islam, Ustadh Abdul
Alim, Usman Pervez, Danyaal Saghir & Luton Council of
Mosques
(May Allah reward everyone for their contribution)
Disclaimer: Luton Muslim Journal does not take any
responsibility of the contents and views of the
contributors and the sponsors.
Copyright: The contents of this journal can be copied and
printed without any alteration, however Luton Muslim
Journal must clearly be referenced.
Contact: For all enquires, feedback, sharing community
news and any contribution please contact:

lutonmuslimjournal@gmail.com

great Muslim scholar Ibn Tufayl (1105
-1185) – the great Andalusian
philosopher who shared with the
humanity his concept of survival in a
diverse world.
The Syrian war has created thousands
of orphans and homeless children; in
this issue we are highlighting the
positive impact our community can
make by fostering or adopting
children.
May Allah increase all the readers in knowledge
and wisdom, Aameen.
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Luton is honoured with a ‘Guest from the Prophet’s Masjid in Madinah’
Luton was once again honoured to host Shaykh
Basheer from Masjid An-Nabawi. Many Lutonians
are quite familiar with him as he visits Luton
annually. Every year many Imams and scholars
flock to his gatherings to hear his advice and
inspirational messages.
This year Zuhri Academy was fortunate enough to
organise a small meeting with its adult-course
students for some advice.
This is what he had to say (paraphrased):
3 causes for the decline of the Muslims
1. Haram and doubtful consumption
Shaykh mentioned that even the Prophets are
commanded by Allah to consume ‘Tay’yibaat –
Halal and pure food and then ‘do good deeds’.
After Imaan the most important duty for a
Muslim is to consume Halal. This includes earning
Halal and consuming halal food and drink.
He also stressed on avoiding ‘doubtful food’.
2. Neglecting Quran
The Quran has 3 rights over a believer:
1. Reading properly – This doesn’t mean everyone is required to become a ‘Qari- expert in
Quranic recitation’ but to be able to recite the
Quran with basic Tajweed to avoid changing the
meaning of the Quran. Also to be fluent at reciting the Quran by looking inside – commonly
known as Nazirah.
2. Tafseer - To understand the meaning of the
Quran and the morals of the stories. For deep
fiqh -law and aqeedah –theology and doctrine;
refer to scholars.
3. Acting upon the Quran - Whatever the seeker
learns he should make an effort to act upon it.
3. Disunity
Many Muslims quarrel over trivial matters hence

create groups and confuse the general
Muslims. Whatever the differences are, there
are more common values and reasons to live
together in peace.

Solution to the Problems
1.Education
Muslims must take a leading step in setting up
schools and adult learning providers that will
deliver the best academic studies along with
high level of ‘Tarbiyah.
What is Tarbiyah?
Tarbiyah in short, is to teach the students the
rights of all People, Allah, the Prophet,
parents, relatives and neighbours which
includes Muslims and non-Muslims.
-To make them understand Halal and Haram
-Obedience to Allah and His Prophet
2. Service to humanity and the creation at
large
The Prophet (May Allah bless him) said:
“All creation are Allah’s dependants, the best
creation of Allah is that person who is good
to his fellow creation” (Bayhaqi)
If someone does a favour to your family,
would you not be pleased with him? Of
Course, yes.
Therefore Allah will be more pleased.
“Best people are those who are the most
beneficial the people” (Kanzul Ummal)
This includes all people and has no limitation.
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Fostering and Adopting children
By Mawlana Muhammad Rayhan

The Prophet (May Allah bless him)
“I and the one who raises an orphan, will be like these two in Paradise (and he pointed his middle and
index fingers to show closeness)” (Bukhari)
What could be better encouragement than the
Prophet (May Allah bless him) promising his companionship in the paradise for the one who looks after or
adopts an orphan?
The Prophet (May Allah bless him) himself freed his
slave, Zaid bin Harithah and raised him with all the
care and love in the world.
This is one area where we as a Muslim community are lacking. There are some communities who only
adopt or look after their own relatives, which is a good practice however the Prophet (May Allah bless
him) didn’t limit adoption to any particular specification.
A practical guide would be that keeping in mind the great rewards for helping people in general and
on top of that a vulnerable young child, a person should
look into his family and domestic situation and decide.
Many couples who have no children or only a few and
have the time and space to raise an orphan should go
for it!
The world needs fostering and adoption more than ever
before, evidently with the Syrian war, the number of
children becoming homeless and orphans is looming.
Let us ponder over the practice and the promise of our
beloved and see how we can attain that.
It is not just about the reward, but the impact it will
have on a human being is undoubtedly great.

Images: www.aljazeera.com
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April Fools’ Day – ‘Explained’ from an Islamic perspective
1. What is April Fools’ Day?
Every year on the 1st of April some people make
practical jokes and attempt to fool others.
2. History and Origin – Did it start from the
defeat of Muslim Spain?
There are various narrations regarding its history.
The most popular is regarding the French newyear calendar change from 1st of April to 1st of
January. After the change some people continued
their celebration on the 1st of April thus they were
regarded as ‘fools’ by others.
“However word of the change travelled slowly,
and many people in rural areas continued to
celebrate the New Year in the spring. These
country dwellers became known as ‘April fools,’
the story goes”.
(http://news.nationalgeographic.com/
news/2008/03/080328-april-fools/)
There are other narrations which suggest different origins.
3. The great myth
Some people assume that Spanish Muslims were
fooled and defeated by the Christian armies on
this day. Although the oppression and slaughter of
Muslims are an accepted fact April Fools’ Day did
NOT originate from there. This view is neither
supported by Islamic nor western narrations.
4. Is it permissible to participate in the April
Fools’ Day?
Islam encourages a Muslim to meet another
person with a happy and smiling face. There are
numerous incidents of the Prophet (May Allah
bless him) and his companions joking, however
they must be within the Islamic legal boundaries.

It is not permissible for a Muslim to participate in
the April Fools’ Day for 2 main reasons:
1. Fooling, deceiving and lying to people is
forbidden in Islam even as a joke.
A person who makes jokes out of lies is
‘cursed’
Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father,
from his grandfather that Prophet (May Allah bless him) said:
“Woe to the one who talks about something
to make the people laugh, in which he lies.
Woe to him! Woe to him!" (Tirmidhi)
Mocking and insulting is forbidden in the
Quran
“O you who believe, no men should ever
mock other men. May be, the latter are
better than the former. Nor should
women (mock) other women. May be, the
latter women are better than the former
ones. And do not find fault with one another, nor call one another with bad nicknames. Bad is the name of sinfulness after
embracing Faith. If anyone does not repent, then such people are the wrongdoers.”
(Al-Hujuraat 49:11)
As for some incidents which apparently show
the Prophet (May Allah bless him) and the
companions ‘fooling’ as a joke, they are
rather sarcasm at a specific context, not an
intentional lie for the sake of joking.
2. This celebration is not sanctioned by
Islam.
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Ibn Tufayl (1105-1185) – the great Andalusian philosopher
By Dr Mamnun Khan, Jumadal Ukhra, 1437
Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Muhammad ibn
Tufayl, otherwise known as “Abubacer” in the West, was
born in Cadiz, north-east Granada, in Andalusia (Spain),
sometime around the year 1101. Before Ibn Tufayl was born
the entire region of Andalusia had come under the control of
the Almoravid dynasty, who had established peace uniting
the region. It was during this peacetime that Ibn Tufayl completed his education in Arabic, Qur’an, astronomy, mathematics, medicine and philosophy. It is thought that he travelled across the major centres of Andalusia such as Cordoba,
Seville and Toledo to be trained in medicine. And, Ibn Tufayl
also studied the philosophy of Ibn Bajjah (1085-1138) who
was the founding figure of Andalusian philosophy, though he
never met Ibn Bajjah.
Ibn Tufayl practiced as a physician, firstly serving the
governor of Granada, and then the Caliph Abu Ya’qub Yusuf
from the Almohad dynasty, who had taken over Granada and
ruled between 1163-1184. It is thought that Ibn Tufayl became good friends with Abu Ya’qub Yusuf. Historians also
think that Ibn Tufayl acted as a judge (qadi) and culture minister, seeking out and bringing to the royal court many men
of learning, most notably the great Ibn Rushd (1126-1198),
who also became his student and colleague. The line of
Andalusian philosophy thus passed from Ibn Bajjah to Ibn
Tufayl to Ibn Rushd. And with ibn Rushd, learning in
Andalusia reached its highest point in subjects like
philosophy and possibly others. But Ibn Tufayl did not agree
with Ibn Bajjah on many points. Ibn Bajjah was heavily
influenced by al-Farabi

Figure Left: Picture
of the original English translation of
the Hayy Ibn
Yaqdha, published
in 1708. http://
www.gutenberg.or
g/
files/16831/16831h/16831-h.htm

(870-950; see Muharram 1437 issue), whereas Ibn
Tufayl was much more neutral on many questions of
philosophy. He was neither as speculative as al-Farabi
nor did he take the philosophical theology of the likes
of Imam al-Ghazzali (1058-1111). In fact Ibn Tufayl
sought to reconcile between the two.
How he did this, was through a biographical
sketch of a fictional character in his famous novel
Risalah Hayy ibn Yaqdhan (The Story of Alive, Son of
Awake). The character is a boy born in a desert island.
The boy slowly learns new skills, improves his knowledge and gains experience to adapt to his environment.
As he grows older and matures, his understanding of
life, its meaning and purpose increases to the point that
he can reason, before going on to feel mystical experiences. The boy later goes over to a neighbouring island
where he notices that people live by a religious law, and
through interaction with the people in this island he
learns about the role of revelation (wahy). In the story,
the boy tries to then explain the full nature of revelation as he understood it, having experienced both islands, but the locals were not interested. This made the
boy realise that people are not the same, and that most
people simply prefer to live ordinary lives whilst, others, like him, were keen to develop a deeper understanding of life. But both were right in their own ways.
In fact before leaving the island, in the story, the boy
recommends that people who wished to live according
to religion should be allowed to do so without being
forced to engage in philosophical enquiry. Thus, the
moral of the story, which Ibn Tufayl wanted to show, is
that respect, tolerance and understanding is key to survival in a diverse and fractious world.
This book is widely considered as one of the greatest
ever thought experiments exploring the development
of human consciousness and perception. Some 500
years later, Ibn Tufayl’s book was studied by the famous
English philosopher John Locke (1632-1704), who then
proposed in An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, that self-consciousness arises not from any innate
principles in the mind, but the development of the
mind shaped by experiences of the external environment through sensations and reflections. Ibn Tufayl’s
book has been translated into many languages and inspired the writing of the famous novel Robinson Crusoe
by Daniel Defoe in 1719. And even the French philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau’s (1712-1778) book Emile
is thought to have been borrowed from Risalah Hayy
ibn Yaqdhan.
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Ibn Tufayl (1105-1185) – the great Andalusian philosopher
Figure right: The first two pages of a
manuscript containing the text of
Risalah Hayy ibn Yaqdhan, ms. Istanbul, Ayasofya 04807-001 (Sourced
from Sebastian Gunther’s article).

After serving Abu Ya’qub Yusuf for nearly two decades, Ibn Tufayl retired from public life in 1182, and was replaced by
his student Ibn Rushd as the physician to the Almohad ruler. Ibn Tufayl died at the age of 84, and is buried in Marrakesh,
in Morocco. Today, we are in great need of the likes of Ibn Tufayl and his creativity to bring about much-needed reconciliation between people in an increasingly divisive world.
................................................
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What is Easter and Can
Muslims Celebrate Easter?
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laws. He will follow the ways of our ProphetMuhammad (May Allah bless him).

Easter Eggs
What is Easter?
Easter, Latin Pascha, Greek Pascha, is a principal festival of the Christian church that celebrates
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on the third day
after his Crucifixion. The earliest recorded observance
of an Easter celebration comes from the 2nd century,
though the commemoration of Jesus’ Resurrection
probably occurred earlier.
(http://www.britannica.com/topic/Easter-holiday)

Islamic belief regarding Isa’s (May Allah bless him)
raising to the heaven return
It is categorically clear in the Quran that when his
enemies tried to kill him Allah raised him to the
heavens. He did not experience death.
And for their saying, “We have certainly killed the
Masih ‘Isa the son of Maryam, the Messenger of
Allah”, while in fact they did neither kill him, nor
crucify him, but they were deluded by resemblance. Those who disputed in this matter are certainly in doubt about it. They have no knowledge of it,
but they follow whims. It is absolutely certain that
they did not kill him, (157) But Allah lifted him towards Himself. Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.
(An-Nisa 4:157,158)

The use of painted and decorated Easter eggs was first
recorded in the 13th century. The church prohibited
the eating of eggs during the Holy Week, but chickens
continued to lay eggs during that week, and the
notion of specially identifying those as “Holy Week”
eggs brought about their decoration. The egg itself
became a symbol of the Resurrection. Just as Jesus
rose from the tomb, the...
(http://www.britannica.com/topic/Easter-egg)
The above statement clearly shows Easter eggs to be
associated with Christian belief and Christian practice.
It is because of this reason Muslims should not
purchase or make Easter-looking eggs during the
Easter period. Although eggs itself are Halal to
consume.
This ruling is also extended to egg-shaped Easter
chocolates and sweets.
Note: Islam teaches us not to insult any other faith
group yet remain firm in our faith and practice.

His return to Earth
He will return towards the end of time. One of the
major signs of the day of judgement is the return of
Isa (May Allah bless him). He will call towards the
oneness of Allah and kill the Dajjal.
Narrated by Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with
him):
Allah's Messenger (May Allah bless him) said,
"The Hour will not be established until the son of
Mary (i.e. Jesus) descends amongst you as a just
ruler...”.(Saheeh Bukhari)
Isa (May Allah bless him) will return as a ‘previous
prophet’, not as a new Prophet with a new set of

Muslims guarding a church in the Middle East
http://www.gettyimages.co.uk/
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Poem– Fostering and Adopting Children
Look into my eyes and you shall see,
The innocence and solitude deep inside me.
I am all alone, nowhere to run or crawl,
No one to pick me when I stumble or when I fall.
Touch my stomach and feel,
The absence of countless meals.
I have dug into several bins
To find a morsel from trashed tins.
I have slept on cold hard grounds
A better place, still not found.
I was soaked by the pouring rains
And disturbed by noisy trains.
I pray nobody wakes up poor,
Walking miles for clean water till their feet is sore.
I have prayed to Allah because I know
His love will make my soul glow.
I am a child too,
Don’t deprive me of you.
Cuddle me in your arms,
A little care means no harm.
I know I am an orphan
But I am still a person
So don’t shoo me away so recklessly
Where is your humanity?
Don’t throw that money and walk away,
Please hear me out or for a while just stay.
If you know of an orphanage, take me there,
I no longer want to live in despair.

By Mawlana Aminul Islam & Hafiz Sadikul Islam | Zuhri Academy
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